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Meeting at ‘Lea, Rewilens Gilderfomé,, ‘Halifax, 


be Prive ad Duties Goppel Churches 


Nook, Hebden-Bridge,- Wainfgate, Rochdale, Bacup,’ 
‘Cloughfold, Cowling-Hill, Sutton, Barnoldfwick, Coly 


| 


Booed in she ‘Tardy, | | 
are in to you as thote, who th. 

F a judgment of charity may be deemed the called of Fefus | 

“Chriff, the followers of the Lamb, and the heirs of an eternal, 

inheritance. You" have embraced the teftimony of God, 


ave received the words of everlafting life and we truft, the 
came not unto you im eword only, but in , and in the Hy G 
and with much affurance. The tidings of falvation which 
_ctived"aré from heaven, ‘You believe and are fure, that ¢ 
whom: you truft is the true God, and eternal life. You are fatisied on. 
the cleareft evidence, that the religion you profefs is of God, and you. 


Chef, 


ye 


Saviour in 


» 


| 
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Mave réceived the truth, not as the word of men, but as it isin realiey,, 4 


Tee. 
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In the firft ages of chriftianity, the Almighty gave fuch teftimonies to 


the word of his grace, as evidently proved it to be divine. Had we no 
other proofs of it, thefe alone appear to be fufficient. 


| 


can refigét on the r progrefs of chriftianity in the days of the 


apofties, and the feeble initraments by which it was effected, without 
acknowledging ‘an omnipotent and hand as its proper caufe? 
~ Was it poflible that men, deftitute of all human aid, without riches or | 
credit, learningor eloquence, could, in fo fhort a {pace of time, engage _ 
a confiderable part of the world to abandon their cuftoms and religious | 
rites, and fubmijt to Chrift’s yoke, wifhout a divine interpofition ? Was 
it poflible that 4 few meffengers, who, as publicans and fjbermen, mutt 
be defpifed by their own nation, and as Feqws, odious to others, could 
‘win over the learned and the great, as well as thofe of the lower orders 
of the people, to forfake their favourite prejudices, and embraee a new 
religion, fo opppfite to all their carnal notions and conceptions, and fo 
greatly inimical} to their corrppt paffjons, without fuperior agency ? 
Takeod! the miniftry of thofe chofen men was perpetually attended 
‘with undoubted marks of a celeftial Their language was.ac- 
companied with invincible energy. Their meflages were confirmed by | 
the commanding influence of aftonifhing miracles, they were vefted 
with power to tranfmit miraculous gifts ‘to their difciples, they had a 


‘greatnefs of foul fuperior to all difficulties, they contemned riches and _ 


honours, they were patient under the fevereit torments, ferene and tran- _ 
quil in the fage of death, and their lives were humble, holy, apd 


heavenly. 


| After the three firft centuries of the Chriftian zra, a heavy cloud of 
‘darknefs and error fell on the churches of Jefus Chrift, and continued 
for many fucceffive ages. Corruptions in doctrine and worfhip gradu- 

ally, and awfully prevailed, and the minds of’thofe who adhered to the 
‘Chriftian caufe were perverted from the fimplicity that is in Chrift. 

~ .¥et God left not himfelf without witnefs. There were a few names 
who had not defiled their garments with the abominations of the mother 
(Of karloti. A few have ever borne teftimony againft the fuperftitions 


‘and corruptions of the church of Rome, though the witnefles prophefed 
in fackcloth, tillithe breaking forth of the glorious light of the'refor- 

After the reformation had taken place, and prevailed in England in 
fome degree, many of our forefathers, who adhered to the facred {crip- 
tures as the rule of faith and practice, earneftly wifhed to carry forward 
this glorious work, fo happily begun, to greater perfection. They ufed: 
proper and prudent endeavours for this end; but finding them to be 
effectual, thefe pious and con{cientious men, found it neceflary, for the 
‘tranquillity of Rae own minds, to withdraw from the national church, | 
‘and to form th¢mfelves into little focieties, according, as they appre-. 
hended, to the directions and examples contained in the New.Tefta-. 
The firft diffenting church was conftituted at. Wandfworth, near Lon-. 
don, in the year’1572, two hundred and fifteen years ago. Many after- 
‘wards foltowed their example, in different parts of the kingdom. . The, 


number has been gradually increafing to this day, notwithitanding the 
@ificulties our forefathers have 


pretty confilerable. The Go ay deen 


pleafed within thefe 


boured’ unders and itis now 
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fifty years, greatly to revive his work, as in many other places, {0 ia 


that you may fland fa 
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this part of the country in particular. | Gifts.and grace have been be- 
ftowed, miniiters called forth to labour in: the vineyard, the word has 


Been evidently crowned with fuccefs, and many have been called out of 
 darknefs inte 


ellous light. We hope, brethren, ‘you, with many 
others, are living witnefies of the truth of this. Y¢ were fometimes dark- 


nef, hut ye are v made light in the Lord; ye were afar off, but ye ate 
now brought righ.| Ye are no more firangers and foreigners, but fellow- 


citizens with the faints, and of the houfbeld of God, | 
 Severa! affociations have been formed in different parts of this king- 
dom, among our brethren of the fame denomination, and conducted wi 
great harmony, and.to mutual edification. Our annual lecture, which 


has been carried on in this circuit for a number of years, we hope and | 
has been of fome f€evice, through a divine bleffing, for the 


motion ofthe good caufe. At our laft public meeting, which was held 


at Preflon, in Laacafbire, it was propoied, that we fhould unite in a 
ehriftian affociatidn, for the promotion of the communion of churches, 


We can ailure you, brethren, that we donot mean, by affociating 
ourielves together, to attempt any infringement on your liberties, as 
voluntary focieties, poffefled of full power to manage all your affairs 


and that the “th {ocieties in the connection fhould be addrefled ina 


within yourfelves.. We with you to be zealous for the maintenance of 
this privilege in its full extent. We do not mean any, the remotett 
attempt ta exercife dominion over your faith, or confciences. - But, we 


truft, our only aim is, to be ferviceable, fo far as we may, to promote 


_ the glory of God, the welfare of immortal fouls, and the edification of 
the chusches of Jefas Chrift.. Jn proportion as thefe ends are anfwered, 
| 


our wifhes will be accomplifhed. | 
We féel great rebuétance to the tafk afligned us, arifing from confcious 


inability. But we are led to confider that every man, and efpecially 


every minifter of the gofpel, is under obligation to improve all the op- 
- portunities of doing good, which are afforded him in the prefent ftate. 
The night cometh when no man canwork. | 
We beg leave to remind you of fome of the privileges you enjoy,and — 
of the duties incambent upon you, to animate ahd entourage you to 
| prefs on towards the mark, for the prize of the high calling of God in Ghrift 


Fefus; that you may have your converfation as becometh the gofpel of Chrift ; 
im one with one mind, firiving together for 


the faith of the gofpel ; that the name of our Lord Fefus Chrift may be glo- 
_ rifted in you, and Je in him, according to the grace of our God, and the Lord 


The privileges you enjoy are many and great, and the dutics which — 


are required of you, are reafonable and juft. ‘The commands of Chrift 
are mot grievous ; bis yoke is eafy, and bis burden is light. ks 


. 


You are, ma great meafure, exempted from perfecution, and your 
rights are fecured by law. Under the mild and gentle government of | 


| King William the Third, the a& of toleration took place, which eafed 
- thoufands of the {yffering feryants of God, who could not confcientioufly 
conform to the [national eftablithment. This aét removed many 
grievances, and conferred many advantages. By virtue of it, you — 
| | | | rec 
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free to ferve your ‘Divine Matter, to his 
without fear or danger of confifcation of goods, fines or imprifonment. 
4 Thefe advantages have been ftill farther enlarged in the prefent happy 
So that now. you can act according to your con{cience, fit under 
a yourvown wina and fig-tree, and none are permitted to make you afraid. = 
By the of Providence, our great men are difpofed to 
gf | think mor¢” impartielly: on: this. fubject, and to aét very different from 
their predeceflors power.:'\How different are your circumftances to 

og  thofe of faints in former ages, of avhom the world was not worthy ! T An 
bad trial of cruel mockings, and fcourgings, of bonds and imprifonments. 


the fword: the 
your to chufe your own Thofe who minifter 


Inclination. $ you are ptrfuaded that in primitive times, the churches 
. Chriit were their own choofers,. fo. yee cain this right, and yon 
You enjoy, in its full extent, the right of private judgment. That 
right which every man has,’ to confult and fearch the {criptures, to form 
the beft judgment he can of them, and to aét accordingly ; that right 
you rlajm, and you rejoice in it.' You are not: compelled to believe 
this, or practice the other, tor which you can fee no foundation in the 
oracles of truth. judgments are free, your con{ciences are 
sunfettered ou are not, in things relating to your everlaiting peace, 
the fervants o 
acguiefce in t 
_the power which only belongs to ‘Chea, and fay to men’s fouls, “ bow 
‘down, that \ je may go over.” 
-You have a right to exercife wholefome difcipline among yourfelves. 
Such is the copftitution of your churches, as renders them it {ocicties 
for anfwering all the purpoies of focial religion, and for promoting the, 


trefpafi ozainft thee, o.and tell him his fault between thee and bim alone ; if 
be feali Lear tee, thou haft ga:ned thy brother. But if he will mot bear 
thee, iben take with thee one “nf two mort, that in the mouth of tao or three 
witneffis, eve 9 word may be eftablifoed. And if he feall negle& to bear 


pourfelves the wicked pe rfon, whoever hehe, 


ui We do not gow iad on the ineftimable : privilege of of your having been 
, - bought with the precious blood of Chrif, the Son of God, who loved 
and himfelf for you. 


Holy Spirit of promife, the earnefi of your inheritance. Your bodies are the 


not the Spirit of of Chrift, be as of bis. 


- You have che a py privilege of ‘union with Chrift. He and the be- 
is that great myftery the apoftle {peaks of Eph. 


sta ane isa comm 2h and known truth, to all; 


are one 


igh 


to you'in holy things, gre.not impofed upon you, contrary to your own. 


f men. You are not obligéd to give up your reafon, and 
he impofed creeds or requifitions of thofe who may zilume — 


_ happineds of individuals. You can warn the unruly, comfort the feeble: 
minded, and fupport the weak.. You can obferve the rule, Jf thy brother 


them, teil.it.ugto the church ; but if he neglect to bear the church, let him be. 
thee as an biathen man, and a publican. You can put ony among 


Nor on your having the in-dwelling, witecing, and fealing of the z 
of the diwing God, if are chriftians indeed. For if any 


They were froned, they were afunder, were tempted, were flain with 
wandered: aboxt in foeep stains and goat: fhins, being 
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fet hone can underftand it but thofe who partake of it. By virtue of 
this union, our fins are accounted his, and Chrift’s fufferings are ac- 


counted ours; There is a conne@tion between the life of Chrift, and — 


oar life, which cannot be diffolved. Our life is bid with Chrift in God. 


: _ As fuch,) while we remain here, our life is there, though concealed ; and 
_ avhen Chrift who ts our life foall appear, then foall we alfo appear with him 
in glory, Hence js his prayer, that where he is, there we may be alfa; 


and his qwn declaration, Fhe glory which thou gaveft me; have giver 
them. And his fupporting promife is in clofe conjunétion with this 


truth, Becaufe live, ye live 


_ As believers in Jefus, your eternal falvation is fecure. If the promife 


of God and the wark of Chrift be valid, if they hold! good, then they 
that believe in him are made fure of falvation. Sooner may the rivers 
run backwards, the courfe of the heavens change, and the frame of na- 
ture be diflolved, than a foul united to Jefus be fevered from him, and © 


fall fhort of falvation. The unchanging love of God, and the purpofe 
and covenant of his grace lay the firmeft foundation for your everlafting 


fecurity. The eternal God is your portion, your refuge and defence; | 


you are kept by his power to falvation. His everlafting arm is underneath 


you, and his favour furrounds you likea fhield. 


Your whole falvation is of pure grace and oipdelactiedl mercy. The 
work of redemption; and the feveral parts of it, together with the | 
_doétrine revealing if,.are dénoriimated grace , becaufe they all flow 


original fource, and firft caufe. . This is the very thing which makes 
the gofpel fo fuitable and comfortable to loft finners. ‘The falvation it 
brings and publithes to men is free. If it fhould be objeéted, But faith 
is neceflary to the enjoyment of this falvation, We reply with the apoftle, 


from the. sre, a love of God in Chrift. That is their fpring, their 


- that is not of ourfelves, it is the gif? of God. He not only faves upon 


believing, but he gives faith itfelf, Chrift is‘not-only called the author 
and finifher of our falvation, but, even of our faith; Heb. 12. 2. This 


fthews the work of |falvation to be all of grace. 


and keeps it from faintitig in 


‘The freene(s.of | grace me rightly apptehended, fupports the heart, 
moft diftrefsfal feafons. There is nothin 


in myfelf| but matter of forrow; yet it is not from myfelf that I loo 


finful. It is your 
above amidit your 


for comfort, but from God and his free grace. When I amt at the beit, 


what elfe haveI to rely on? I dare not rely on myfelf.: When I am at 


the worft, I ought'to rely on all-fufficient grace. Be it that I am the 
vileft finner that eyer came to him; yet he is more: gracious than I am 

| privilege to have aflured fupport and comfort from 
ife or conceal ‘the troubles to which you will be ex- 


We do not difgt 


_pofed in the Chriftian courfe. It is hard-to flefh and blood to deny 
ourfelvesin thofe things which are flattering, pleafing and enchanting. 


It is trying to have always difficulties to furmount, enemies to fight 


with, and acrofsto bear. It is: hard to mortify ourfelves, while .the 


fia, and wrefili 
dent, ong. 


_men of the world are living in felf-indulgence. They are refining upon’ 
their pleafures, are ingenious to invent new amufements, and ftretch 
fancy to diverfify their joys, whilft the poor Chriftian is againft 


ng again principalities and powers. The combat is vio- 
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Certain Popjth writers make temporal profpeérity one of the charaétefs 
of the true church. Others have reprefented wealth and eafe asthe cer. 
tain of piety, and the unfailing refult of the divine appro. 
_ bation. Thefe men furely forget, what we are reminded of by th 
higheft authority, the diftreffes, ftraits and poverty of thofe very per. 
ions of whom the world was not worthy. | 
_ Infinite wifdom fees a ftate of trial neceflary for us, in our way tothe 
heavenly reft,| Through much tribulation we muff enter the kingdom. 
TQ beings perfectly innocent there does not appea? to be any necefity 
for afflictions. The btalied angels in heaven are therefore as free fro 
pain as they are from pollution. Nor can we conceive why diftrefs 
fhould be permitted to fall upon thofe beings, where there is no dange 
_ of corruption from a conftant fucceffion of favours and benefits, and 
where there is/no ufe of terror, nor caufe of calamity. Beat our prefent : 
 fkate of exiftence is the reverfe of all this. Temptation every where 
affaults us, our diforderly paffions lead us into a thoufand errors, our 
_ @eitial hearts are ever ready to betray us; and it is not eafy to fay, to 
what lengths of perverfenefs we might proceed, if our ways were not 
_ hedged up with thorns, or if the rod of affli€tion did not admonith us of 
our folly, and awaken us to ourduty. It is therefore, if meeds be, that 
we are jn beavine/s through manifold temptations, that the trial of cur faith, 
swhich is much more precious than gold which perifbeth, might be found unte 
praife and honour and glory at the appearing of Fefus Chréft. 


It is your pfivilege to glory in tribulation, to joy inGod through our Lord 
Telus Chrift, to rejoice evermore. ‘To you is given firong confolation, 
And fuch is the Chriftian’s joy, that it Can maintain itfelfeven in the _ 
_ depth of forrow. This oil of gladue/s {wims above the waters of adver- 
 fity, and cannot be drowned by all the floods of affiftion. Nay it is | | 
often moft abundant in the greateft diftrefs. | 
_ "That God whofe fmile revives the contrite heart, calms by his gracious _ 
refence the good man’s tumultuous thoughts, and ftills his anxious — 
S ofenh with the yoice of peace, while paffing through the vale of tears. 
How differentis this from the mirth of fools, the iriumphing of the wicked, 
and the tranii¢nt delufive ures of the enemies of God ! Aer kd 
Affetted raptures flufh the cheek, the accents of tumultuous joy burit — 
forth from the lips, while fear and anguifh diftraé&t the bofom, and all 
within is darknefs and confufion. Thus the flowery fides of Aitna are 
covered with fmiling verdure, while fecret lames rage within, and un- 
ceafing waite its burning entrails. | 
The pleafure which affeéts a human mind with the moft lively and 
tranfporting fenfations, is what arifes from the favour of the Moft High, — 
and the profpeft of being crowned at lait with a happinefs, large as our — 
defires, and lafting as our immoftal fouls. This is a perpetual {pring of 
ladnefs in th¢heart. It leffens the calamities, and doubles the joys of — 
life. Without this, the higheft ftate of worldly advancement is infipids 
and with it, the loweft fituation is a paradife. They are miftaken who — 


fuppofe that thefe enjoyments are not to be expetted in the prefent ftate. 
If we except the miracles which the Almighty wrought in the firft 

‘promulgation of the gofpel, and which are no longer neceflary fince 
hrittianity is ¢ftablified, we have reafon to conclude, that God deals 
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| | at this day with h 
| | varia S$, 
her paths as peace 

our forefathers. 

| Ie is far from 


js childreny, as he didi in ages. With hist is 
badow of turning. Wiidom’s ways are as pleafant, a 
| thofe who walk in at prefenty as were 


ing our intention to give patintenani to the vagaries 
of wild enthufiafm., There are too many examples of thefe among the 

pretendersto elevated picty. A certain play of che paflions with a high 

et | degree of vain co fidence, conftitute the whole of their religion. Itis 

| much eafier to haye the imagination heated, than to have the heart pu- 
rified, and the lif regulated by the rules-of the divirie word. How of 
ten do we meet with thole who think themfelves opie to. all our in- 
‘ftrutions, bécaufe they flatter themfelves they have the fpirit of God for 

their guide? Th deliver themielves up to raptures, and 
fpeak of joys and ¢xtacies which haye no rational or {criptural founda- 
| tion. Butlet ug emember that judgment always bears iway in the ele- 
vations of rational pjety.. The f{pirit of God guides that, but never 
blinds it. Total of abandoning reafon that- we may, become religious, 
As the {ame thing gto fay that we muit be brutes in order to be faints, 
The trve cariitjan’s confolation is rational and well founded. © He 

| the {erip confults and meditates on the oracles at, God, 

a duty moft important in itfelf, pofitively enjoined and ft gly re> 

commended. ‘He feels the necefhity of divine direélion, and taking 

| | the bible asa lamp to his feet, and a light to his paths. And the avords of 
bverlafting life food and nourifhment, They calm the tumults 


_ and agitations of his foul ; they filence his unbelieving fears, they ani- 
“inate his mind with tenewed vigour, they footh his cares, confirm ‘his 
hopes, and enkindle his joys, By patience and comfort of the feriptures be 
_ has hope, and his {out is fatisfied in them as with,marrow jand fatnels.— 
He rejoices in the hupe. and profpect of future glory and felicity. : 
The news of fome {mall outward advantage that is to come to us, raifes 
our hearts and makes them leap within us. Ifaman ina low condition 
is made fure of becgming rich in a few days, and of being advanced to 
great honour, the thoughts of what he had before him would be almoft 
_conftantly withhim, and always welcome. ‘There is no comparifon be- 
= all shat we can imagsacot this kind, and the hopes of which we 
| 
i Thefe privileges, Dearly Beloved, fhould excite you to eratitnde, 
_loveand obedience, Under al! thefe confiderations, as fo many engag-. 
_ ing ties, you are bound to live, not unto Jourfalves, hes to bim that died 
Sor you, aud rofe 
In particular.— What abundant reafon haye you to love God with all | 
your hearts, to love the Lord Jefus Chrift in fincerity ; and that, as well 
_ for his own excellence, as becaufe he bath firft loved you ! 
You lové the generous friend who left you all that pofledied.. This 
aét of kindnefs endearshis memory, and engages or Wtrengthens your af- 
fe€tion. How dear and precious then fhould the blefied Jefus be to you! 
Since he lived for you; he died for you; he remembered you in his 
will, and bequeathed to you all his ch riches. 
Ler the above alfo engage you to lowe one another with 
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the uniting band of celeftial intelligences above. It is the 
brighteft ray of their glory, and the principal point of their happinefs. 
Love ig the image of God himfelf, and the We 
that loveth not, knoweth not God ; for God is love. 

-' Love, celeftig] love reigns in the regions.of blifs, in purity and per- 
feltion.. Nothing mingles with its noble ardour that is felfith: or irre- 
golar, nothing that needs reftraint or difguife ; it isall calm and benefi- 

fuitable to the grandeur of an immortal mind, and lafting as 
eriftence. When the ftarry lamps of ether are put out, and the {pien- 
dour of the fun extinguifhed, this divine ge rer iple will fhine with un- 
diminithed luftte, the. joy and triumph faints in light. And it 
fhould be oar caré to maintain. and cultivate it on earth. It is of ‘great 
All our to teligidbn are vain without it. | 
thould lave our neighbours in general, and that in the way in 


‘What was ths grand object of his love for you ?. Was it not the falvation 
OF your foyils ? It is the falvation of your neighbours for whi¢h you ought 
| to be molt particularly concerned. »-Let this enter into all your views. 
Be touched with the miferies of thofe who are yet without God and 
without hope in'the world.) Who in the midi of gofpel light, have the 
fcales upon their eyes, which deprive them of the glory of it. Employ 
for their converfjon, not fire and fword, tortuzes and gibbets; but per- 
- faafion, inftro on, and all other means moft proper to bring them to 
know the truth, and to engage them to love “$y Addrefs them —_ 
animated and affectionate exhortations, and pray forthem. .— . 

‘Devote fome! part of your fuperfluities -to the indigent; and con- 
cerned to render fome good office to your neighbour on all occafions.— 
That man who js wrapt.up in his own fufficiency, and in the extravagant 
idea which he has forte of his own greatnefs, is not poffeffed of a dif 
matey conformable to the nature of that religion which God hath pre- 

ibed. Hep samy to friendfhip and communion with God ; but he 
fhuts his. int his’ dittreffed neighbout : he abandons him in his 
neceihity, poverty and obfcurity. Such a mian is fo far:from being a 
trac Chriftian, that he hath not even a ‘proper idea of chriftianity. __ 

Be kind and) candid towards thofe who may differ from ae in 
‘There feems to be a distin ering timents 

mien to be: Aas diverfified. _May not the\word of grace be 

mpared to the manna in the wildernefs, pleafing to every palate, and 

profitable toevery partakcr of it? By this means every cafe is fuited, and 
every one of meat in due feafon. 

little diffe rences in and givecoccafion for the 
exercife of motual forbearance, candor pear: ‘The fame may be 
faid with regardito our failings, infirmities and mifcarriages.. We need 
that forbearance from others which their defeétscall for fromus. . * 

- ‘The man who is of a four, morofe, malevolent tem looks only. 
én the defeéts and imperfections of his neighbours. He is is ignorant of 
the art of combining their weakneffes with their virtues ; and of ren- 
@ering the imperfections of others fupportable, by a juft and humiliating 
refle&tion on if own. 
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guilty, an in finding out expedients to reclaim the 


nifhments for the 
_Such:a one exclaims againft fociety becaufe due attention is not paid to 
_ his capricious humours... There is very little in haman fociety; he fays, 
that isdefirable. We allow it. It would, however, be incompara 
lefs defirable, if all men’ were under the influence of the fame {pirit by 
_ which he is ed. A fociety compofed of uncharitable minds, | 
would bear a Striking refemblance to the infernal! regions, 
You are under the ftrongeit obligations to’maintain anity, peace; 
A coved among ponte Let all bitternefi, aud wrath, and clamour, 
and evil-fpeaking, be put away from you, with all malice: behind orie 
another, tender hearted, forgiwing one* another, even as God for Chrift’s 
Sake hath forgiven you. ~'Study sa: 
any affair that tomes under your confideration.» ‘That you may 
among yourfelves, follow after the things that make for it. Your adorable 
on the prince of peace ; God. the Father is not’ the author of 
confufion, but of peace, the fruit of the fpirit irpeace, the gofpelis the go/pel 
of peace: Peace was the legacy.ef a dying Saviour, and it is that 
or which he is now interceding in heaven, Ever remember that 
‘hin enuying and firife are, there is confufion and every evil-cwork ; while 
of righteoufi/s is sown in peace, of themethat make peace. 
uard againft indifferency and negligence in the affairs of your fouls, 
‘tonsa unacquainted with the living world, who is accuftomed to 
judge only:by fpeculative reafon, it is fcarcely credible, that‘ apy jone 
convinced of the truth and importance: of chriftianity, thould be in 2 
ftate of indiftcrence*refpecting it. It feems impoflible thanconviétion — 
fhould be on the one fide, and prattice on Yet 
alas! is.every where to be found. 
You have.made choice’ of ‘Chrift for your’ 
«ing your familiarity with fin, That will dees new bitternefs to your 
and, fome taney ve the fenfible favour 
‘of God. 


Delight yourfelves alwa always in God, and give your whole heart to htm. ; 
‘He deferves it all. And he only is a {uitable, fatisfying good to it, 
‘The moft enlarged heart is too ftrait for the riches of confolation that he 
brings with him.” 

Be ftedfaft in the bath, and bold faf the faith, | 
Conftancy i is itriétly Luke xii. 35. Let your loins be girt, and 
your lights burning. When the mafter is gone rege the fervant fhould 

not, through floth or drowfinefs; undrefs himéelf, an outthe lights. 
He fhould ‘hold himfelf in readinefs to receive his | though he were 

‘not to return till midnight. .How 9 id 8 would it be foe the mafter 

to ftand without knocking, while the fervants within are afleep! Every 

duty-to which the chriftian is called, this conftancy. We are 

bidden to ptay, but how Without cea fing: We are bidden ‘to watch, 

but in what? Lyall things. We are bidden to rejoice, but when ? 

Evermore. We ar bidden to give thanks, but for what? For every 

thing. ‘We are commanded to hope, but how long? To the end. Where 
-the centinel is laced, there he muft ftand; and neither ftir nor fleep | 

till he is difmified. He: fhall have the biefling whom his Lord fit 

(fe doing, Our armour is not to be laid afide till our warfare is fnithed. 

there will be no more neceflicy for watch and 
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robes of glory. here, the coat of anail-muit be 
and dey, Boren dat to bave always a 


Satan is advantages ageintt us. |. He tei 
‘bined out with dontitual-duty, When he fées us vigorous and active, he 
- fays within hinself, “This will not hold long. By and by the bow will 
the anbent, and:the armourunbuckled, and then I fhall fucceed.” 

Now conftancy in the hely exercifes of religion is not to.a 


faint i in. right frame of {pirit.. The common. actions of natére, fuch.as” 


drinking, walking, are no burden to us when in our right. tem- 


the Manet ob o:cheittion is as it fhould be, it is his 3 joy to be adtive in God's 


Lords ..A man who is ufed'to be employed in his from morning 
A night, is not at reft when diverted from it. So a chriftian in duty is 
- @me in his proper calling, where he fhould be, and where he would be. 
‘Religious exercifes are only burdenfome to thofe who are unfrequent in 
them. ‘The clothes we wear fit eafy on us, becaufe we carry them daily. 
‘The difciples, when mewly engaged in the chriftian couric, could not 
y on fait much. The were new, and that wine too ftrong. 
jut. when they became habituated to the ways of Chrift, they were 


in pray¢r, and expert in the {cvera! of felf-denial. If 


~ duties of religion feem difficult or burdenfome tous, let us be more 
= in them, atid they will become eafy and pleatant. 


uently eng 
pauent, ble, fubmifiive under your 


‘ings and afflictions 


t be not elévated with the gréateft.. A ‘little with tie 
avour of "of Ged | 


enough ; all things without that are nothing. You 
are interefted in the unfearchable riches of Chrift. Whatever you faffer 
bere,.’tis, not hell ; whatever you lofe, heaven will make amends. God 


gives himfelf tayou ; and what greater, or beticr gift can he beftow? | 


A will be their God. Should he give usall the world, aad deny us himfelf 
weare miferable. Should p< give us him/lelf and nothing of the world, 
Wearesich: Yehave taken away my Gods, one, dnd what have I more. 
“The gracions fonl fays, “« Lord, put me not of with any thing fhort.of 
thylelf,  Whatican the creature want that enj 6ys thee? All that thou 
art, all that thow hait, all that thoa ‘performeit, or {fpeakeft, is for my 
good. I had betrer hate-the whole creation 
againit me. Bat if God be tor us, whocan:bé againft us?’ 

Take heed and beware of \covetonfnefs, The vice of covetoufnefs is) 
perhaps, what enters deepelt into the foul of any other. He who is 
under the dominion of ‘this, muft grow deaf to the wretched, eftrange 


himfelf from = astra cherith hardnefs of heart, difrelifh every 

thing that is noble, and cerminate all in his defpicable felf. It lias been 

obferved, that igdulgence in any one immoderate defire or appetite, cn- 
profiles the whole man, and ‘his life is {acrificed to that one defiré or ?- hd 


pane. This is, peculiarly the cafe in regard to covetoufnels. 
| . thirft after riches is common to mankind. And in a nation where 


| 


They are only fo when we are indif ‘In like manner when 
fervice. . Lavas gladavber they faid unto me, Let us go up to the boufeof the 


againft me, than have thee a 
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| “Thisis heightened by obferving every where the 
a to men of property. | a 
| it yet could be found that riches would produce ha pinefs, 
trained of attaining them is more than the enjoyment when they are 


Beware of covetoufne/s ; a man's life conffteth not in the abun- 
he poffeffeth. 
ae “— ‘aly honeft and upright in all your dealings, Walk honefily as in 

the day. Labour to keep a confcience void of by doing to all 
as ye would that they foould do to you, _ 

in the daily practice of felf-denial. Without this, Jefus tells 
you, you cannot be his difcip les. Mingle not with thofe who know 
~ not God, in the shurnteadtobs for the Take of which, the wrath of God 
cometh on the children of difobedience. Avoid the dangerous, the deftruétive 
vices of intemperance in all their and the 
Jeading to them, 
ftriGtly attentive to hie oF Social relative life, 
abound in every good work. Let your light fo Spine, before men, thdt bey 


ng your \goad works, glorify your Father who isin beaven. 
that all your light, all your 


formation will be fatal to you, if you reduce them not to practice. Tho’ 


id 


we fhould have all the fuccefs imaginable in fetting you right in this and 
the other point of fpeculation; yéa ‘though we cotjld explain to you every 
difficult paflage from Genefis to the Revelation, i€ you reft there, we 
n virtue to knowledge, accompan ulation with practice, Let it 
be your car¢ both to know and do fe thinga™ Drow from the texts 
which you hear explained, the conclufions and the motives which prefent | 
| chaadalaled to you, and be doers of the word, and not bearers only ; 10 halt 
 ~you be blefjed in the deed. 
aword ~You are under the ftrongett obligations to be loyal, state. 
| ful andiobi to your lawful Perhaps England never faw 
happier period than the prefent. he by kings reign, and 
princes decree juflice, 16n preferve thel e of our 
| and his royal Confort, 


| and to the word of bis which i¢ 
| build you up, and to give you 
a Signed in behalf the reft, by 
FAWCETT’ 
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